PALMCOP BOARD MEETING
12 August 2003

The quarterly meeting of the board of Palmetto Archives Libraries and Museums Council
on Preservation met at 10:30 a.m. at the South Carolina Department of Archives and
History in Columbia, SC on Tuesday, 12 August 2003. Attending were Sarah Murray,
Mike Kohl, Sharon Bennett, Felicia Yeh, Debra Hutchens, Marie Martin, Grace Cordial
and Harlan Greene. Nancy Sambets had a conflict in her schedule so she could not attend
and Tally Johnson was slated for back surgery. In his absence, Chair Harlan Greene
offered to take the minutes.

As the first order of business, the board approved the minutes of the 7 May 2003 minutes.

Sarah Murray then gave the Treasurer’s Report. She presented a recapitulation of
expenses ($1178.05) and income ($750.00) from the May 2003 Book Repair workshop.
The great amount of expenses was explained by the buying of large number of supplies,
creating 100 book repair manuals, etc. that will be used over time. She also showed a
report showing all activities since the last meeting. The board accepted her reports, copies
of which are attached to these minutes.

Chair Harlan Greene then reported on his activities since the last meeting. He gave an
update on the Newsletter. Editor Gloria Kelley has been giving her attention to her
husband who suffered a stroke; but editing of the newsletter was passed on by Ms Kelley
to a secretary; proofs should be available soon. Greene also reported on the success of the
May 15" book repair workshop and passed out copies of a letter he had written to the
USC Library School, calling for collaboration with PALMCOP. In discussing this, the
board decided it might be a good idea to offer PALMCOP’s services in teaching the
Preservation Course in the Library School and to ask Pat Morris, the former teacher of
the course, and former head of PALMCOP to speak to the School about this. Greene then
reported on his talk with Julie Arnott, head of SOLINET’s preservation program. This
was regarding PALMCOP’s proposed scholarship program to send someone to a
preservation workshop if he or she will agree to stage a similar one in SC. Arnott knew of
no upcoming specific workshop she could recommend, but she did agree to give
PALMCOP a good price if the person attended a SOLINET workshop. Greene spoke of
the upcoming book repair workshop in Columbia at the State Library on September 18"
the State Library will be able to send a staff member for free for helping host it. Greene
also mentioned the membership survey that can go out anytime. The board accepted the

Chair’s report.

The next order of business was a discussion of the annual meeting. Two suggestions were
discussed. One would be based around a presentation by Hilary Kaplan of the National
Archives on Interpreting Preservation Catalogs. It could focus on buying strategies,
understanding terminology, etc. and presenting new technologies. It would hinge on her
availability and would incur costs of air transportation, etc. The other suggestion focused



on documenting minorities in SC. It could feature lectures on the booming interest in
slave badges, buying African American collectibles, etc. and the danger of forgeries. It
could present status reports from the new slave museum plan in Charleston and maybe
other ethnic and minority groups in the state. A report on the latest census could show the
different demographic groups such as larger Hispanic populations now in the state. It
could also focus on reinterpreting collections organizations may already have;
organizations may not be aware that they have materials already in house that can
document other ethnic groups. Many suggestions were thrown out, and there was not a
total focus, but Greene noted that time was slipping away, so he asked if the board would
authorize him to tease this theme out for a November meeting. They agreed.

The need for a nominating committee to replace those rotating off the board was noted.
Greene said he would attend to that and asked those board members rotating off to help
think of others who could replace them in their districts.

There was no old business.

Under the heading of new business, the board agreed to approach the board of the SC
Archival Association to see if they would agree to joint meeting of the two organizations
next year. This would be exploratory only -- to see if such cooperation is possible and
beneficial.

Since no annual meeting date was definitely decided on and since it would be necessary
to know that date before setting a board meeting date should the board want to meet
before the annual meeting, setting that date was deferred.

With no other business, the chair adjourned the meeting at noon.

Respectfully submitted

1\
Harlan Greene
For Secretary Tally Johnson
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